CWG-Internet Open Consultation: Contribution for Bangladesh
Introduction:
Bangladesh welcomes the opportunity to contribute to the CWG-Internet Open Consultation on "The developmental aspects to strengthen the Internet." This document outlines Bangladesh's experiences, challenges, and proposed solutions related to Internet development.
Challenges and Opportunities:
· Fostering Meaningful Connectivity:
· Challenges: Limited infrastructure in rural areas, high bandwidth costs.
· Opportunities: Government initiatives for rural broadband development, public-private partnerships for infrastructure investment.
· Equitable Access:
· Challenges: Digital literacy gap, affordability issues for low-income groups, gender gap in internet usage.
· Opportunities: Government programs for digital skills training, subsidized internet access schemes for marginalized groups, initiatives promoting women's participation in the digital economy.
· Secure and Resilient Internet:
· Challenges: Cybersecurity threats, lack of awareness on cyber hygiene.
· Opportunities: Collaboration with international organizations on cybersecurity capacity building, promoting cyber awareness campaigns for citizens.
· Universal Access:
· Challenges: Geographical barriers in remote areas.
· Opportunities: Leveraging satellite communication technologies for remote connectivity, investing in innovative infrastructure solutions like fiber optics and low-altitude platforms.
· IPv6 Deployment:
· Challenges: Need for capacity building for network operators and users.
· Opportunities: Government incentives for IPv6 adoption, awareness campaigns on the benefits of IPv6.
· Affordable Services:
· Challenges: High data costs, limited competition in the market.
· Opportunities: Regulatory policies promoting fair competition among service providers, government subsidies for low-income users.
· Digital Inclusion:
· Challenges: Lack of access to digital devices, limited digital literacy skills.
· Opportunities: Government initiatives for providing subsidized devices, promoting digital literacy programs across all age groups.
· Multi-Stakeholder Participation:
· Challenges: Ensuring active participation of all stakeholders in policymaking.
· Opportunities: Creating platforms for open dialogue between government, industry, civil society, and citizens.
· Investment in Internet Infrastructure:
· Challenges: Attracting private sector investment in underserved areas.
· Opportunities: Creating an attractive investment climate through regulatory reforms, offering tax incentives for infrastructure development.
Promoting International Cooperation:
· Bangladesh emphasizes the importance of international cooperation to address global internet development challenges.
· Multilateral and multi-stakeholder processes like UN-based initiatives (Summit of the Future, WSIS+20) and the IGF can play a crucial role in:
· Sharing best practices for internet development policies.
· Facilitating knowledge exchange and capacity building programs.
· Developing global strategies for cybersecurity and internet governance.
Conclusion:
Bangladesh is committed to creating a more inclusive and accessible digital ecosystem. We believe that international collaboration and a multi-stakeholder approach are essential for realizing the full potential of the internet for development.
Bangladesh also interested to working on:
· ICT, IoT, and Right Rules for a More Peaceful and Secure World.
· A Global initiative to Remove Discrimination and ICT, Youth-Public, IoT- A Synergistic Force for Global Good.

